
 

 

Envisioning the Isle Public Forum #1 Community Meetings and Public Participation Survey Results 

Executive Summary 

The initial public input survey covered the period from June 1, 2017 to August 31, 2017. A total of 754 individuals participated in the survey. They 
came from all over Isle of Wight County and used a variety of methods to participate. The majority of participants chose the online survey tool 
available on the Envisioning the Isle website at www.iwus.net/plan. This was expected, given that this method allowed participants to take the 
survey at their convenience. However, many participated via alternate methods. Comprehensive Plan survey kiosks were established throughout 
the county at key locations such as libraries, Smithfield Town Hall, Windsor Town Hall along with the public meetings held throughout the county. 
Staff also collected data directly from the public at meetings and events using paper survey questionnaires and/or laptops.  
 
Public Engagement Series #1 Highlights: 
 

• 748 online and paper surveys submitted 
• 10 Public Forum Series #1 public meetings 
• 135 community meeting attendees 
• 105 members to date on email distribution list 
• 101 “Name the Plan” contest entries (not all serious) 
• 1 Farmer’s Market Display (July 29, 2017) 
• 7 Community Kiosk locations with paper surveys and collection boxes 
• 2 Special Community Group Presentations 

 
The first public input survey was not designed as a scientific poll using a random sample of pre-selected households, but rather as a broad public 
engagement effort. The survey was widely publicized, and all residents, business owners, and property owners were welcome to respond. All 
responses were provided on a strictly voluntary basis, and may or may not represent the perspectives of the average Isle of Wight County citizen. 
To make the survey as user-friendly as possible, it did not mandate that every question be answered. Participants were welcome to respond to as 
few or as many questions as interested them. Therefore, the tabulations in this report are based on varying numbers of responses to each survey 
question. Many respondents were interested enough to complete the entire survey.  
 
The goal of the initial public engagement process was to ask the community to share its priorities for Isle of Wight County over the next thirty 
years.  The top five priorities resulting from the initial community engagement exercise are as follows: 



 
1. School System and Facilities 
2. Preservation of Agricultural Lands  
3. Compact Development/Smart Growth 
4. Economic Development 
5. Environmental Protection 

 
These priorities as well as the other values resulting from the survey and community meetings will be used to develop a series of different land 
use scenarios which will be used by the public during the next Public Forum Series:  How and Where Should We Grow?   
 
 

Isle of Wight County Comprehensive Plan Update – Survey 1 and Public Forum Comments Summary and Analysis 

 

The first survey and public forum series for the Isle of Wight County Comprehensive Plan (the Plan) Update was completed on July 31, 2017. Through the 

public input process staff has gathered a considerable amount of input on the citizen’s thoughts about the County as it exists today, the direction it is 

going, and a vision for 25 to 30 years from now. That input was analyzed to identify recurrent themes which can be carried forward into the plans next 

steps. These themes will be used in the development of land use scenarios.  There are several key considerations which translate across scenarios, such as 

improvements to the transportation network and environmental protection, while more specific interest areas may need more focus like schools. The 

following analysis will summarize the response to each question.  A series of recurrent themes with possible uses and implications follows the individual 

question analysis. Also included is an appendix which includes all responses to each question. 

Question 21: We need your help naming the Comprehensive Plan, if you would like please suggest a name below. Staff will select several options to be 

voted on and the person who submits the winning name will receive a gift card to a local restaurant. 

It may seem backwards to start the analysis with question 21 which was the last question in the survey but the plans name will be its identity for the next 

several decades. The name is also the brand that people will be hearing and associating with the plan as we go through the planning process. This question 

received 114 responses, and after removal of responses which did not include an actual suggestion, there were 94 responses which staff reviewed. Based 

on that review the following 5 names were put in a poll on the County’s Facebook page for a public vote. The 5 name options were: 

1. Envisioning the Isle 

2. Vision 400 

3. One Isle Comprehensive Plan 

4. Isle Go Forward 

5. Local Roots, Global Vision 

The poll was open from August 7th through September 12th with the winning name receiving 46.4 percent of the votes. The name receiving the most votes 

in the poll was Envisioning the Isle, submitted by Leigh Abbott-Leaman of Smithfield. This name will be used for the remainder of the document and 

throughout the remainder of the public process and life of the Plan.  



Question 1: Are you a resident, property owner, or business 

owner in Isle of Wight County? 

The first survey question was a qualifier to ensure that the input 

for Envisioning the Isle is coming from those invested in the 

community and effected by the plan. Of the 748 survey 

responses gathered 40 or 5.35 percent responded “No” to this 

question. Those respondents were immediately forwarded to 

the end of the survey and thanked for their participation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 2: What do you consider to be the 3 biggest issues facing the County during the timeframe (25-30 years) of the Comprehensive 

Plan? 

The second question was used to help identify what the public views as the biggest issues facing the County. Once all the responses were broken down to 

individual topics there were 951 individual comments in response to this question. Those responses while varied had a variety of recurrent topics and 

were grouped into 19 recurrent themes. The most common concern was Growth in the county, with comments like “managing growth”, “population 

growth”, “too much growth”, and “overcrowding” all being grouped together. Other common themes of high importance were Schools, Traffic, Taxes, 

Economic Development, and Government. Within these categories it was sometimes apparent that there were further sub-categories of note. An example 

of this would be the Government category within which there were recurrent comments about communication with citizens, businesses, and towns.  There 

were also a series of comments about fiscal responsibility and the budget. These sub-categories were all functions of the government which is why they 

were grouped together but the sub categories allow for a finer grained picture of the input. The following table and chart break down the input.  To see 

specific sub-categories or to read all comments, please see the appendix.     

Conclusions: Many of the themes identified such as growth, schools, and transportation are directly addressed through the comprehensive plan. The new 

plan will update the information for these areas of concern and respond to the changes which have occurred since the completion of the current plan.   
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Comment Category 
Number of 
Comments 

Technology 7 

Housing 11 

Parks & Rec. 12 

Social Services 13 

Other 15 

Debt 25 

Emergency Services 29 

Water 30 

Environment 32 

Rural Character 41 

Infrastructure 42 

Crime 44 

Transportation 58 

Government 61 

Economic Development 67 

Taxes 71 

Traffic 88 

Schools 120 

Growth 185 

Total Comments 951   

 

 

Question 3: What do you consider to be the 3 biggest growth/development specific issues facing the County? 

The third question was asked in order to gain an understanding of issues related to growth and differentiate among different concerns. Once all the 

responses were broken down to individual topics there were 849 individual comments in response to this question. While varied, the responses had a 

variety of recurrent topics and were grouped into 20 recurrent themes. The most common concern related to growth and development in the County was 

Schools, with comments like “improvement of schools”, “school system resources”, “overcrowding of schools”, and “schools” all being grouped together. 

Other common themes of high importance were Growth, Traffic, Economic Development, Transportation, and Infrastructure. Within these categories it 

was sometimes apparent that there were further sub-categories of note. An example of this would be the Housing category within which there were 

recurrent comments about affordable housing as well as additional housing issues. Although all of these comments are related generally to Housing, the 
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sub categories allow for a finer grained picture of the input. The following table and chart break down the input, to see specific sub-categories or to read 

all comments, please see the appendix. 

Conclusions: The issue of growth itself and at what rate the County grows is dictated by market pressures and the willingness politically of elected officials 

to approve or deny applications which allow additional growth. The comprehensive plan directly or indirectly addresses almost every other concern 

identified by question 3. The plan will use the best information available and best practices in planning to outline a responsible framework for that growth 

if politically desired, identifying improvements to support and address the changes new development causes and provide for a safe, attractive, and resilient 

community.   

 

Comment Category 
Number of 
Comments 

Parks & Rec. 11 

Technology 11 

Public Services 15 

Other 16 

Water 22 

Housing 23 

Taxes 25 

Environment 26 

Planning 26 

Crime 28 

Retail Services 33 

Emergency Services 34 

Government 42 

Rural Character 42 

Infrastructure 53 

Transportation 70 

Economic Development 81 

Traffic 88 

Growth 93 

Schools 110 

Total Comments 849 
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Question 4: Looking 25-30 years into the future what do you want to stay the same about Isle of Wight County? 

The fourth question was focused on identifying the characteristics and values currently present in the County that the citizens wish to see retained through 

the Plan. Knowing which aspects of County life are valued can allow the Plan to be shaped to preserve, protect, and enhance those values. Once all the 

responses were broken down to individual topics, there were 548 individual comments in response to this question. Those responses while varied had a 

variety of recurrent topics and were grouped into 19 recurrent themes. The most common concern related to what should stay the same in the County 

was Rural Character, with comments like “rural character”, “rural feel”, and “country feeling” all being grouped together. Other common themes of high 

importance were Change, Environment, Sense of Community, and Agriculture. Unlike other questions a sub-category was used only once within these 

responses. The Change category had a series of comments related to low or no growth in the future.  The remaining responses covered a wide berth of 

topics relating to changes in the County such as better zoning regulations on development and increasing employment opportunities. These sub-categories 

are all related to a desired change from the current conditions which is why they were grouped together as Change.  The associated sub categories allow 

for a finer grained picture of the input. The following table and chart break down the input.  To see specific sub-categories or to read all comments please 

see the appendix. 

Conclusions: The most common response of Rural Character and the second most common response of Small Town Feel are very similar in nature. When 

grouped together these two concerns were almost half of all responses to question 4. There were several additional categories which are related such as 

Sense of Community, Agriculture, and Peace/Quiet.  When all of these categories are considered together, it is apparent that preservation of a rural 

character is a critical component desired within the Plan.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Question 5: Looking 25-30 years into the future what do you want to change about Isle of Wight County? 

The fifth question was asked in order to try and identify community concerns which citizens wished to change. By identifying these issues the plan can 

outline the framework for that change moving forward. Once all the responses were broken down to individual topics there were 494 individual comments 

in response to this question. Those responses while varied had a variety of recurrent topics and were grouped into 21 recurrent themes. The most common 

concern related to what should change in the County was Government, with comments like “fiscal responsibility”, “good old boy politics”, and “improved 

communication with residents” all being grouped together. Other common themes of high importance were Economic Development, Schools, Roads, and 

Retail Services. Within these categories it was sometimes apparent that there were further notable sub-categories. An example of this would be the 

Government category within which we saw recurrent comments about communication with citizens, businesses, and towns.  There were also a series of 
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Question 4Comment Category 
Number of 
Comments 

Peace/Quiet 5 

Traffic 5 

Must Change 7 

Parks and Rec. 7 

Safety 9 

Low Crime 12 

Schools 13 

Small Business 14 

Taxes 16 

History 20 

Planning 20 

Open/Green Space 21 

Other 23 

Agriculture 29 

Sense of Community 32 

Environment 36 

Change 38 

Small Town Feel 73 

Rural Character 168 

Total Comments 548 



comments about fiscal responsibility, debt, and politics. These sub-categories were all functions of the government which is why they were grouped 

together but the sub categories allow for a finer grained picture of the input. The following table and chart break down the input, to see specific sub-

categories or to read all comments please see the appendix. 

Conclusions: Many of the issues related to Government, such as schools, planning and design, and roads, are issues which the Plan can address. Additionally 

a strong comprehensive plan which outlines future infrastructure needs sets up the framework for the County’s Capital Improvement Plan (CIP). Having a 

well-considered Plan on which to base the CIP allows the County’s elected officials to make responsible fiscal decisions each year. By better addressing the 

areas of concern such as schools and roads, the Plan can serve as a possible supplement to addressing the political concerns noted.  

 

Comment Category 
Number of 
Comments 

Transit 5 

Crime 6 

Housing 6 

Emergency Services 7 

Regulation 7 

Technology 12 

Nothing 13 

Traffic 14 

Bike/Ped. Facilities 15 

Design 15 

Infrastructure 16 

Parks & Rec. 20 

Planning 23 

Taxes 29 

Low/No Growth 30 

Other 33 

Retail Services 39 

Roads 40 

Schools 41 

Economic Development 60 

Government 63 

Total Comments 494 
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Question 6: Please rank the following concepts/values in order of importance, each number can only be used once. (1=Most Important) 

The sixth question of the survey was included to better understand how the concepts and values in place in the current plan were perceived now in order 

of importance. It has been several years since the Plan was developed, and what the citizens consider important has undoubtedly shifted during the time 

period. School System and Facilities were identified as the most important concept/value of the plan, followed by Preservation of Agricultural Lands and 

Compact Development/Smart Growth. The concepts falling in the middle of the rankings largely revolved around needs and services to support growth 

such as the Environment, Transportation, Emergency Services, and Parks and Recreation. The values considered least important to citizens were Variety 

of Housing Types and Prices, Social Equity, and Design and Character of New Development. The following chart breaks down the ranking of all concepts 

and values to see the full voting breakdown, please see the appendix. 

Conclusions: Based on the ranking of concepts and values we can make sure the plan adequately addresses the concerns of citizens. In the current 

comprehensive plan the school system is not addressed as a stand-alone chapter but is included with other public facilities.  Based on the input it is clear 

that the school system needs to be more directly addressed in Envisioning the Isle in coordination with school staff.  
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Question 7: If there is a concept/value that you consider important which isn't on the list please tell us what it is. 

The seventh question of the survey was asked in order to determine if there were any concepts or values citizens thought strongly about which were not 

represented in question 6. Once all the responses were broken down to individual topics there were 140 individual comments in response to this question. 

Those responses were grouped into 3 recurrent themes. 73 percent of responses were covered by an existing concept/value included in question 6 or 

multiple existing concepts/values. Another 22 percent of responses were statements about the comprehensive plan or a specific concern and did not 

reflect an overarching concept or value at all. The remaining 5 percent of responses fit within the category of Technology, things like broadband access for 

citizens and communications infrastructure. The following table and chart break down the input, to see specific sub-categories or to read all comments 

please see the appendix. 

Conclusions: Staff is suggesting the creation of a technology section within Envisioning the Isle, this can be achieved either as a stand-alone chapter of the 

Plan or a sub-section of another chapter where appropriate, such as infrastructure. The inclusion of this concept is based on the response from citizens 

about the importance of technology, the rapidly changing use and importance of technology in everyday life, and the difference in the use of technology 

since the development as the last comprehensive plan. 
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Question 7Comment Category 
Number of 
Comments 

Technology 7 

Not a Concept/Value 31 

Covered by Existing 
Concept/Value 102 

Total Comments 140 



Question 8: Were you aware of the County's current land use concept of Development Service Districts (areas where growth is focused 

around water/sewer infrastructure)? 

The eighth question was asked in order to understand if people are aware of the Development Service Districts (DSD) concept from the current plan, and 

if they were aware, whether they like or dislike the concept.  Determining if people are aware of the DSD concept will help staff understand what level of 

education is needed in the next stages of the Envisioning the Isle Plan development process. Staff also wanted to understand if those aware of the DSD 

concept like or dislike the concept in order to determine what level of support is present for DSD’s and how strongly to consider other options. Just over 

half of all respondents stated that they were not aware of the DSD concept.  

Of the slightly less than half of respondents that were aware of the DSD concept, 93 respondents provided individual responses to the question of “If yes, 

do you like this concept?”. Those responses were broken down into 4 categories:  yes they liked the DSD concept, no they did not like the DSD concept, 

neutral answers, and answers which were not relevant (N/A).  Of the people who were aware of the DSD concept, 45 percent liked the concept, while 27 

percent of people disliked the DSD concept. The following tables and charts break down the input, to read all comments please see the appendix. 

Conclusions: Based on the response to awareness of the DSD concept it is apparent that staff will need to do some education during upcoming phases of 

the planning process to ensure people understand the DSD concept. An understanding of the concept is necessary in order to have an informed discussion 

about future land use in the county.  

It appears the DSD concept is supported by those who are aware of it, however as further education of citizens about the DSD concept occurs it will be 

important to continue to gather insight on support of DSD’s. Alternative concepts should remain on the table for consideration until a more definitive level 

of support can be determined. 

 

Comment Category Number of Comments 

Yes 141 

No 157 

If Yes, Do you like this concept? 94 

Total Responses 392 
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Comment Category 
Number of 
Comments 

Neutral 10 

N/A 16 

Dislikes DSD's 25 

Likes DSD's 42 

Total Comments 93 

 

 

 

 

Question 9: Understanding that the County is growing, what approach would you consider best when accommodating that growth? 

The ninth question was asked in order to understand the public’s considerations of the DSD’s. Should they be maintained, expanded, or retracted, or 

should an alternative be considered? Having this understanding will allow staff to develop land use scenarios which fit within the public’s desires for the 

DSD. The desire to maintain the size of the DSD was the largest response receiving a little over forty (40) percent of all responses and more than twice the 

number of responses of any other answer. Considering an alternative concept to DSD’s was the second most popular response but was chosen by less 

than twenty five (25) percent of respondents overall. Reducing the size and increasing the size of the DSD had nearly identical response, around eighteen 

(18) percent. The following table and chart break down the input, to see the full voting breakdown please see the appendix. 

Conclusions: Based on the strong response to maintain the size of the DSD’s staff will focus land use scenarios around that premise. However, the response 

shows some interest to investigate different sized DSD’s and alternative concepts to the DSD, therefore staff will look to develop scenarios with those 

characteristics as well. Having land scenarios which demonstrate a range of possibilities will allow the public to more definitively guide the plans results.  
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Response Category 
Number of 
Responses 

Reduce the size of the 
existing service districts 
and manage density 
(lower or higher) within 
them to handle future 
growth. 56 

Maintain the size of 
existing service districts 
and manage density 
(lower or higher) within 
them to handle future 
growth. 122 

Increase the size of 
existing service districts 
and manage density 
(lower or higher) within 
them to handle future 
growth. 57 

Consider an alternative 
concept to service 
districts. 66 

Total Responses 301 

 

 

Question 10: The County's Newport Development Service District (NDSO) sees the majority of the County's development pressure, if it is 
determined that the NDSO needs to expand where would you like to see that expansion occur? 
 
The tenth question was asked in support of question nine, asking where citizens, would consider expansion of DSD’s.  This assists in the development of 
alternative scenarios without having to return to ask the question, thereby helping keep the planning process moving. Because development pressure in 
the County is so strongly focused in the Newport DSD the question was focused on that area. The question format does allow for comments of other areas 
or comments which would support not expanding the DSD which would reinforce the response seen in question nine. Once all the responses were broken 
down to individual topics there were 53 individual comments in response to this question. Those responses had a variety of recurrent topics and were 
grouped into nine (9) recurrent themes. The most common themes were “No Growth”, “No Expansion” and “Other DSD’s” all of which support the largest 
response in question nine of maintaining the current size of the DSD’s. The most common area referenced for expansion specific to the Newport DSD was 
the Route 10 area. The following table and chart break down the input, to see the full voting breakdown please see the appendix. 
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Conclusions: Based on the response to question 10 which also supports the response to question nine, staff will focus the bulk of scenarios on the existing 
DSD’s. A scenario which explores the Rt. 10 corridor is also relevant based on the response.  
 
 

Comment Category 
Number of 
Comments 

All 3 Options 2 

Courthouse Highway 2 

Route 10 2 

Other Areas 3 

Windsor 4 

Other DSD's 7 

No Expansion 9 

N/A 12 

No Growth 12 

Total Comments 53 
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Question 11: Did you already attend or plan to attend one of the 
public meetings? 
 
Question eleven was a qualifier which allowed citizens who attended a 
public input session and provided input in person to avoid duplicating 
their own efforts. Because they provided comments to questions twelve 
through sixteen in person they did not need to answer those questions in 
the survey and were advanced to question seventeen. Of the 
respondents, 45 percent attended or planned to attend a public input 
session.  
 

 

 

Question 12: In the future I want Isle of Wight to? 

The twelfth question was asked in order to identify broad visionary goals and characteristics the community finds important in the future so that those 

features can help shape the plan. Once all the responses were broken down to individual topics there were 433 individual comments in response to this 

question. While varied, those responses did display recurrent topics and were grouped into 22 subcategories. The most common response was Rural 

Character, with comments like “preserve rural atmosphere” and “remain rural” being grouped together. Other common themes of high importance were 

“Smart Growth”, “Limit/No Growth”, “Quality of Life’, and “Business Growth”. Within these categories it was sometimes apparent that there were further 

subdivisions of note. An example of this would be the “Smart Growth” category within which includes comments about comprehensive plan/DSD’s, 

control/manage growth, and general comments. These sub-categories all fit within the broader category of “Smart Growth” which is why they were 

grouped together, but the sub categories allow for a finer grained picture of the input. The following table and chart break down the input.  To see specific 

sub-categories or to read all comments please see the appendix. 

Conclusions: The response to the question, with such varied areas of concern, demonstrates the need for Envisioning the Isle to be truly comprehensive 

in nature. Each section of the plan needs to be updated to reflect current conditions and illustrate how to move forward to ensure that the future 

envisioned by the citizens has a framework for implementation. Growth and the character of that growth are a key aspect of the plan.  
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Comment Category 
Number of 
Comments 

Sustainability 4 

Transit 5 

Other 6 

Technology 6 

Citizen Input 7 

Historic Resources 7 

Public Safety 7 

Ag. Preservation 10 

Social Issues 10 

Traffic 10 

Government 12 

Roads 13 

Alt. Development 17 

Parks 19 

Taxes/Debt 21 

Environmental 26 

Schools 27 

Business Growth 34 

Quality of Life 38 

Limit/No Growth 44 

Smart Growth 44 

Rural Character 66 

Total Comments 433 

 

Question 13: The best thing(s) about Isle of Wight is (are)?        

The thirteenth question was asked in order to identify characteristics of the community which are highly valued. These important features can help shape 

the Plan.  The plan should include recommendations to respect and reinforce those features in order to ensure they are preserved in the future. Once all 

the responses were organized by topic, there were 525 individual comments in response to this question. Those responses were group into 19 

subcategories based on their theme. The overwhelmingly most common response was Rural Character, with comments like “rural atmosphere”, “small 

town feel”, and “rural living” being grouped together. Other common themes of high importance were “People”, “Community”, “Environment”, and 

“Peace/quiet”. Within these categories it was sometimes apparent that there were further sub-categories of note. An example of this would be the “Rural 

Character” category within which there were recurrent comments about rural character, small town feel, and country living. These sub-categories all fit 

within the broader category of “Rural Character” which is why they were grouped together but the sub categories allow for a finer grained picture of the 

input. The following table and chart break down the input.  To see specific sub-categories or to read all comments please see the appendix. 
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Conclusions: The overwhelming response about the importance of Rural Character, combined with the fact that several of the lower ranking categories 

are supportive or characteristic of “Rural Character”, makes it clear that the Plan needs to be based on the pillar of “Rural Character”. Ensuring that 

Envisioning the Isle guides the development of the County with rural character in mind will also support many of the other characteristics the community 

felt were best about the County. 

 

Comment Category 
Number of 
Comments 

Business 7 

Activities 12 

Parks & Rec. 12 

Traffic 12 

Agriculture 13 

Location 13 

Planning 14 

Size/Density 14 

Low Taxes 17 

Schools 20 

Green/open Space 23 

Crime 25 

Other 25 

History 28 

Peace/Quiet 29 

Environment 41 

Community 42 

People 46 

Rural Character 132 

Total Comments 525 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 14: The worst thing(s) about Isle of Wight is (are)? 

The fourteenth question is intended to identify the most pressing concerns of the community in order to ensure that Envisioning the Isle can address them. 

Once all the responses were broken down to individual topics there were 462 individual comments in response to this question. Those responses while 

varied had a variety of recurrent topics and were grouped into 20 recurrent themes. The most common response was “Development”, with comments 

like “growth”, “too many developments”, and “rapid growth in Carrollton” being grouped together. The next two common themes of high importance 
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were “Traffic” and “Transportation” both of which are related to each other and development. “Government” was the fourth most recurrent category.  

Within these broader categories there were further sub-categories of similar themed comments. An example of this would be the “Schools” category 

within which were recurrent comments about facilities, funding, overcrowding, and other general comments. These sub-categories all fit within the 

broader category of “Schools” which is why they were grouped together but the sub categories allow for a finer grained picture of the input. The following 

table and chart break down the input, to see specific sub-categories or to read all comments please see the appendix.  

Conclusions: The response of “Development” was identified by most respondents as the worst thing about Isle of Wight, included several related sub-

categories such as “Traffic”, “Transportation” “Services” and “Schools.”  These results tell us that there is either a displeasure with development outright, 

displeasure with the way in which development is currently occurring in the County, or a combination of the two. Based on the survey results, Envisioning 

the Isle will seek to create a shift in the way development is occurring by updating the strategies in the Plan and improving the chapters which address the 

aspects of development which frequently came up within the sub-categories.  

 

Category 
Number of 
Comments 

Affordable Housing 5 

Emergency Services 8 

Environment 8 

Social Issues 8 

Infrastructure 9 

Countywide Inequality 11 

Parks & Rec. 11 

Character 12 

Crime 15 

Internet 18 

Water 18 

Schools 20 

Economic Development 21 

Lack of Services 24 

Other 29 

Taxes/Debt 34 

Government 39 

Transportation 40 

Traffic 57 

Development 75 

Total Comments 462 
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Question 15:  Growth and development in Isle of Wight should? 

The fifteenth question was asked in order to gather input on what sort of changes the community might like to see in regards to development in the future. 

This question is especially useful based on the results of question fourteen identifying growth and development as such a significant community concern. 

Once all the responses were broken down to individual topics there were 375 individual comments in response to this question. Those responses while 

varied had a variety of recurrent topics and were grouped into 18 different themes. The most common response was “Slow/No Growth” followed closely 

by “Managed Growth”. Additional themes of high importance were “Growth Location”, “Retail Options”, and “Environment”. Within these categories it 

was sometimes apparent that there were further sub-categories of note. An example of this would be the “Type of Development” category within which 

we saw recurrent comments about affordability, apartments, design, and other general comments. These sub-categories all fit within the broader category 

of “Type of Development” which is why they were grouped together but the sub categories allow for a finer grained picture of the input. The following 

table and chart break down the input.  To see specific sub-categories or to read all comments, please see the appendix. 

Conclusions: Many responses expressed a desire to better manage growth through pace, type, location, and features of development. These are all aspects 

which will be considered in the development of Envisioning the Isle to better respond to the current sentiment of the community. 

Category 
Number of 
Comments 

History 4 

Schools 7 

Traffic 7 

Transportation 7 

Parks & Rec.  8 

Infrastructure 9 

More Development 9 

Citizens 10 

Taxes/Debt 15 

Rural Character 18 

Economic 
Development 19 

Environment 22 

Other 24 

Retail Options 24 

Growth Location 30 

Type of 
Development 30 

Managed Growth 57 

Slow/No Growth 75 

Total Comments 375 
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Question 16: We are interested in what comes to mind when you view a map of the County? What location(s) is/are important, what 

spot(s) is/are an issue, what is your gut reaction? Please provide the first few thoughts that come to mind in the comment box. 

The sixteenth question was intended to gather reactionary thoughts about the County, what locations are important, what features come to mind quickly, 

what items the plan should take note of, respond to, and incorporate. Once all the responses were broken down to individual topics there were 307 

individual comments in response to this question. Those responses had a variety of recurrent topics and were grouped into 16 different themes. Several 

of the most common responses were all close in the number of responses each as well as their mutual connection as aspects of development. 

“Transportation”, “Development Location”, “Traffic”, “Type of Development”, and “DSD’s” all had a high number of responses. Within these categories it 

was sometimes apparent that there were further sub-categories of note. An example of this would be the “Type of Development” category within which 

were numerous comments about design, development type, and other general comments. These sub-categories all fit within the broader category of 

“Type of Development” which is why they were grouped together but the sub categories allow for a finer grained picture of the input. The following table 

and chart break down the input.  To see specific sub-categories or to read all comments, please see the appendix. 

Conclusions: The focus of many respondents was on how development is occurring and its impacts. This reinforces the need for Envisioning the Isle to 

update the County’s long range plan to better respond to the community. The responses also identified a variety of specific locations and topics which can 

be further investigated through their specific section of the plan.

Comment Category 
Number of 
Comments 

Services 4 

Citizens 5 

Comp Plan 7 

Government 10 

History 11 

Rural Character 16 

Geography 17 

Other 18 

County Services 20 

Environment 20 

Slow/No Growth 20 

DSD's 27 

Type of Development 28 

Traffic 33 

Development 
Location 34 

Transportation 37 

Total Comments 307 
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Demographics: The last three questions were asked to understand the basic demographic breakdown of who responded to the survey and as a comparison 

with the basic demographics of the County.

Question 17: What is your gender? 

The seventeenth question identifies the gender makeup of the survey 

respondents. The results demonstrate that about three (3) percent more 

women took the survey than men, for a total of 51.5 percent. This is 

extremely close to the percentage of women in the County’s population 

according to the 2010 Census which was 51.3 percent in 2010.  The 2016 

Census shows that an estimated 51.1 percent of the County’s population 

consists of women.  

Conclusions: The response was generally consistent with County 

demographics.  

Question 18: What is your age? 

The eighteenth question identifies the age makeup of the survey 

respondents. The results demonstrate almost no response from the 

under eighteen population and around ten and a half (10.5) percent in 

the nineteen to thirty-five age range. This is very low considering these 

age groups make up 38.3 percent of the County’s population. Conversely 

the 36 to 54 age bracket and 55 to 73 age range both commented at a 

volume fourteen percent higher than the age groups’ respective County 

population percentage.  

Conclusions: Staff needs to continue to try and find ways to engage the 

youngest segments of the population in order to achieve a better 

demographic balance of the responses.   
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Question 19: How long have you lived in the County or 

owned/operated your business in the County? 

The nineteenth question does not relate directly to any specific census or 

demographic data. The question is intended to try and understand how 

long respondents have been in the County. Understanding the tenure of 

respondents helps us understand what changes they may have seen 

during their time in the County and how engaged new residents are in 

the process. 

Conclusions: It appears that residents with a shorter tenure in the County 

are less engaged than those who have been in the County for longer 

periods of time. These residents may feel less invested in the County or 

may not be aware of the planning process. Staff will continue to look for 

creative ways to notify residents about the planning process going 

forward.   

 

 

 

Question 20: Would you like to receive emails in the future with updates on the comprehensive plan process, including future surveys, 

please provide your email below. 

One hundred and eight (108) people provided email contact information in order to receive updates on the Envisioning the Isle process in the future.   

  

Overall Conclusions: 

In looking at questions which were related in their nature, there were a series of themes and issues which were consistent throughout numerous responses. 

Those themes will be used throughout Envisioning the Isle and the issues will be noted as key concerns to be addressed in Envisioning the Isle.  

Questions three, twelve, and fifteen all have a relationship to the County’s future and growth. When evaluating those responses together, the themes of 

growth and development, economic development, and maintaining rural character were consistently important across all three questions. Managing 

growth in a way that maintains rural character will be an important theme of the Plan. Additionally, the economic development chapter of the Plan will 

be updated to try to better respond to changing economic conditions since the previous comprehensive plan’s conception and to look for innovative ways 

to utilize the community’s assets for economic benefit. 

Questions four and thirteen both identify things the community values and wants to maintain. When comparing those responses rural character, the 

environment, and the sense of community were all important. The environmental chapter of the plan will be updated during the planning process and 

reassess the environmental considerations currently in place, the plan will also consider ways to better protect the environment such as future ordinance 

amendments for preservation of natural areas. Rural character as previously mentioned will be an important theme throughout the plan and is an 

important piece of the sense of community residents have in Isle of Wight. 
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Questions two, five, and fourteen all have a relationship of concerns and changes needed within the county in the future. When evaluating this group of 

responses, growth and development, transportation and traffic, and economic development were consistently important across all three questions. 

Growth and development and economic development were previously identified as important in the previous section. Transportation and traffic will be 

reviewed through the appropriate chapter in the Plan.  Envisioning the Isle will also utilize current studies, such as the Brewer’s Neck Corridor Study, along 

with an outside consultant to identify needed improvements along with project costs and timeframes.  These will also be necessary to integrate into the 

regional transportation plan in order to pursue state and federal funding.  

One additional subject which was consistently important across numerous questions was schools. Schools is currently grouped within the “Community 

Facilities and Services” chapter of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan but has been identified through this input process as needing to be a stand-alone chapter 

of the new Plan. School information will be separated in order to provide a more detailed assessment of the current conditions, needs, and goals and 

objectives for the future.  

 

Next Steps: 

Based on the themes identified during the initial public input phase summarized in this report, County staff will begin the development of initial land use 

scenarios to be used in Public Forum Series #2 expected to begin in November – December 2017.  These land use scenarios will be presented to the 

community in the next set of public forum meetings.  During this next phase of public engagement, the community will be asked how and where should 

the County grow in the future?  Staff will provide background information on population, employment, and socioeconomic trends and projections. 

 

  

 

 


